St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSIONS GROUPS—will meet on Wednesday,
August 3, at 7:00 p.m. to bag up 500 plus pairs of
shoes that were donated for VBS. Nick Lintner from
the Shoeman Water Projects will be here to collect
the shoes and to speak about his mission trip to
El Salvador. Everyone is encouraged to come help!
NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING—is seeking
willing workers for the coming year and will meet
soon. Please pray for committee members Linda
Armstrong, Debbie Hartmann, Richard Hix, Mike
Krewson, Joyce Maupin, and Brenda Savage and
prayerfully consider how you can serve.
You are invited to celebrate the
50th wedding anniversary of Ron and
Janet Hofer on Saturday, August 13,
from 2-4 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
No gifts, please.
PRAYER CHAIN—The prayer chain list is being
updated. This useful ministry helps communicate
the needs of others to our church family. If you want
to be added to or dropped from the list, please let
Jane Oermann know by Sunday, August 21.
VBS MISSIONS OFFERING—The boys and girls
along with their parents collected $182.06 for the
Shoeman Water Projects ministry.
AGAPE HOUSE—Donations of the following food
items are appreciated: ramen noodles, macaroni
and cheese, cereal, any pasta noodles, green beans,
pork and beans, tomato products, any dark bean
product, canned meat foods, and canned fruit.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
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Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

The church has an HP color
Laserjet 2605dn printer with one
extra color toner cartridge
available.
Bids may be
submitted in writing (minimum
$50) to the church office and will
be accepted until the next
business
meeting
on
Wednesday, August 10.

CHURCH PROJECTS
The church voted at the May business meeting to:
 Upgrade the A/V computer in the sanctuary
 Install surveillance/security cameras (PAID)
 Cover additional parking lot expenses
 Expand landscaping along the walking path
A goal of $3,800 was set to complete these
projects. Donations may be given by using the
“Other” line on the blue offering envelopes. The
amount received to date is $3,624.
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
VBS 2016—How the Lord blessed us in Vacation
Bible School! Over 500 pairs of shoes were collected
for the Shoeman Water Projects, new prospects were
discovered and some precious children are seeking
the Lord’s direction. Hearty thanks go to Director
Candace Hix and to all the faithful and devoted
teachers, workers and helpers who showed such great
love and concern for children to learn about Jesus.
HOW DO WE RECOVER? Even though we have
been extremely blessed, our world continues to turn
darker and more destructive. There seems to be more
pain and suffering all around us. Families by the score
are falling apart. Employment worries continue to
plague our economy. How do we keep from losing it
all? Where do we turn? What can keep us settled in
these troublesome times?
Thankfully, God’s Word gives us much help here.
Before David was king of Israel, he gathered a band of
followers and lived among the Philistines, the enemies
of Israel. Jealous King Saul was seeking to kill David
at this time. For a little over a year David lived in a
place called Ziklag, a town given to him by a Philistine
lord named Achish. When the Philistines gathered to
fight against Saul’s army, Achish expected David to
come along and fight beside him. But David was sent
back to Ziklag when the other lords of the Philistines
refused to let David go with them.
David returned only to find his town burned with
fire, his possessions stolen, and his wives and children
taken away! It’s hard to imagine a worse outcome.
David and the people with him “lifted up their voices
and wept, until they had no more power to weep”
according to I Samuel 30:4. Then the people spoke of
stoning David. No doubt this was David’s darkest hour
as a leader. How could he recover?
He took two actions: he “strengthened himself in
the LORD his God” (30:6) and he “inquired of the
LORD” (30:8). For David to strengthen himself, he
must have meditated on what God had done through

him in the past, what God had promised him, and
what God had taught him about His love and ability
to deliver. This is what we should do when hard
times come. Reading the psalms of David shows us
how he handled it when he was down. He knew the
Lord was his Rock.
Next, he inquired of the Lord about what to do
about his problems. He sought to understand what
was happening by asking God for help. It wasn’t
human wisdom he needed, but divine wisdom. He
looked in the right direction, to God Himself, who
sees and knows all things. The result was that he
was able to recover all that he lost. We can only
wonder what would have happened if he had not
“inquired of the LORD”.
I realize that not every story ends like this, but the
principles are still the same. Strengthen your heart
first in the Lord and then inquire of the Lord. Looking
to God for the next step may take many forms,
including seeking help from others. At the least it
includes prayer. But it is a known fact seen again
and again in the Bible that God loves to hear and
respond to the desperate prayers of His own
children. I’m glad He does, aren’t you?

Back-to-School Prayer Guide
Remember to pray for teachers, administrators, and
students as they return to school this month.
 Pray that they would seek first the kingdom of God.
(Matthew 6:33)
 Pray that the followers of Christ are bold in sharing the
Gospel. (Mark 16:15-16)
 Pray that they will trust in God to supply all their needs.
(Philippians 4:19)
 Pray that they pursue excellence. (Philippians 1:3-11)
 Pray that they walk in a manner worthy of God, bearing
fruit and increasing in the knowledge of He who has saved
them. (Colossians 1:10)

Missions Project for August

Bro. Bill
Crayola crayons
Elmer’s school glue
Crayola markers
Elmer’s glue sticks
#2 lead pencils
Ink pens
Rulers
Calculators
Pocket Folders
Erasers
Highlighters
Tissues/Wipes
Pencil boxes
Backpacks
Fiskar scissors (blunt tip & pointed)
Loose-leaf notebook paper
Spiral-bound notebooks (college & wide-ruled)

