St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077

MISSIONS GROUPS—will meet on Wednesday,
July 6, at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
CHANGE OF DATE—Because of church camp, our
monthly business meeting will be held on Wednesday,
July 20, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.

VBS MISSIONS PROJECT
We will be collecting new
or gently used shoes for the
Shoeman Water Projects,
which helps provide safe
drinking water in developing
countries. Collection boxes
are located in the foyer.
VBS VISITATION—Your help is needed on Saturday,
July 16, at 9:00 a.m. to visit homes in the St. Clair area
and invite boys and girls to VBS.
VBS FAMILY NIGHT—will be Friday, July 29, at
7:00 p.m. and will conclude with an ice cream
fellowship. If you can provide a freezer of homemade
ice cream, please contact Ladonna Hix.
AGAPE HOUSE—Please continue to bring food
donations: any pasta noodles, cereal, green beans,
pork and beans, canned meat, and canned fruit, etc.
CHURCH PROJECTS—The church voted at the May
business meeting to:
 Upgrade the A/V computer in the sanctuary
 Install surveillance/security cameras (PAID)
 Cover additional parking lot expenses
 Expand landscaping along the walking path
A goal of $3,800 was set to complete these projects.
$2,104 has been received to date.

(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

New Member
by baptism

Jaylyn Stahlman
“Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life.”
Romans 6:4

Thank You
To My Dear Church Family,
I want to “Thank You” for your prayers, cards,
and phone calls during both of my eye surgeries
and a special “thanks” to all who picked me up for
all church services. May God richly bless everyone.
In Christ love,
Waldine Mikel
To My Church Family,
Thank you so much for the many cards, prayers,
and just for caring in the loss of my sister. Thanks
to Bro. Bill for his kind consideration when we put
James in his resting place. You are all loved and
appreciated so much.
Nancy Stverak

William L. Savage, Pastor
“Sharing God’s Life-Changing Love”
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
ARE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY LAWS NECESSARY? We
hear a lot about it in the news today with state after state
trying to pass “religious liberty” laws that protect the rights of
Christians to obey their conscience. These laws primarily
help bakers, florists, musicians, photographers and others
whose services are used at weddings. The expectation is
that they will also provide their services at same-sex
weddings or be charged with discrimination. The laws are
written to allow them to say, “Due to our deeply held
religious beliefs, we do not provide services for that type of
event”, without getting into legal trouble. In some cases,
these laws are now on the books, having passed through
the legislative system successfully. But in other cases, they
have failed due to intense public pressure, threats of
negative economic consequences and an outcry against
what is called discrimination against people who belong to a
“protected class”.
I am certainly NOT opposed to states passing these
kinds of laws. In fact, I greatly appreciate everyone who
works hard to get them written and passed. I believe
Christian business people should be free to exercise their
conscience in these ways without legal problems. But there
is a big difference in the case of weddings. With weddings
Christian bakers, florists, musicians and photographers are
being asked to take part in an event that they find morally
repulsive. No one should be forced to do that.
Christians don’t ultimately need religious liberty laws in
order to live according to their conscience. Also, Christians
should not depend on legal backing from the government. If
we have it, great! If we don’t, what we will or won’t do isn’t
really affected because we have a higher law governing our
behavior in Ephesians 5:11—”Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them.”
This simple sentence, in context, clearly refers to the
overall life of ungodliness these Ephesians participated in
before becoming Christians (4:17-24). It certainly is not
limited to participating in homosexuality. Even though it is
not the main focus of this text, neither should it be ruled out
as a legitimate application. So Christians are commanded
by Scripture to “take no part” in any sort of “work of
darkness”, including any form of participation in the
homosexual lifestyle. Paul tells us we are “to expose them.”
This means we are to shine the light of truth on them,

exposing them as evil. Christians obey this when they
gently but firmly refuse to take part—ANY part—in such
activities, especially when their participation helps
celebrate what God sees as unholy and impure. By
politely but firmly refusing to take part, the Christian says,
“No, I cannot and will not take part because that is evil.”
This is how the light of truth shines brightly and exposes
the works of darkness for what they really are.
Will standing firm cause us to suffer? Most likely, but
this is nothing new for Christians. Many throughout
history have had to endure the wrath of society and
government in order to honor the Lord. There were no
religious liberty laws to protect Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego from the fiery furnace, Daniel from the lions’
den or Peter and John from a beating when they were
ordered to stop preaching in the name of Jesus. Yet in all
these cases—and many more—the believers knew they
were free from these corrupt decrees because of a higher
authority. We should all be ready to say, like Peter and
John, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to
you rather than to God, you must judge” (Acts 4:19). After
being beaten, “they left the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor
for the name of Christ” (Acts 5:41).

FRANKLIN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
SPRING BLUFF RETREAT CENTER
DAY CAMP - JULY 5-8
Completed Grades 1-3

BOYS’ CAMP - JULY 11-15
Completed Grades 3-6

GIRLS’ CAMP - JULY 18-22
Completed Grades 3-6

YOUTH CAMP - JULY 24-27
Completed Grades 6-11
Please remember to pray for all the campers,
counselors, and the many volunteers who help at each
of the camps. Pray that God will speak to the hearts of
the boys and girls who attend.

Bro. Bill

July 24 - 29, 2016
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Children ages 4 through 6th grade are welcome.

Join us for a week of fun and adventure as we
learn Bible stories, sing songs, make crafts,
play games, and have lots of fun!

