St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077

MISSIONS GROUPS—will meet on Wednesday,
May 4, at 7:00 p.m.
CHURCH-WIDE BREAKFAST—On Mother’s Day,
May 8, treat your mom to a delicious meal prepared
by the men of the church. Serving will begin at
8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
ST. CLAIR HIGH SCHOOL BACCALAUREATE—
will be held on Wednesday, May 11, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Edgar Murray School gymnasium.
CAMP CLEAN-UP DAY—will be on Saturday,
May 14, from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

2016 GRADUATES—Congratulations to Lauren
Ashby, Chase Schmidtke, and Rowan Spier who are
graduating from St. Clair High School!
AAEO UPDATE—A total of $2,451 was given to the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. Praise the Lord!
reFocus
BIBLE
CONFERENCE—“Essential
Doctrines of the Christian Faith” will be hosted by
Pacific Baptist Church on May 16-19. See the
bulletin board for times and speakers.
VBS WORKER’S MEETING—is planned for
Sunday, May 22, at 12 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Lunch will be provided, followed by a short
informational meeting.

Empty baby bottles will be distributed on Mother’s Day,
May 8. When you return them on Father’s Day, June 19, full of
coins, cash, and checks, your gifts will help the young mothers and
teens served by the Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center in Cuba.

SAVE YOUR CHANGE. SAVE A LIFE!

NEW MEMBER—Karen Weidman recently joined
St. Clair Southern. Welcome to our church family!
AGAPE HOUSE—Thank you for bringing food. The
need is ongoing and your donations help many
families each month.
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it; unless the LORD guards the city, the watchman stays
awake in vain. . . like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are
the children of one’s youth.” Psalm 127:1, 4
LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY—A good builder knows that it
takes time to build a home that will last. He carefully lays the
foundation and refuses to cut corners as he puts together a
solid frame. In the same way, we need to build a spiritual
foundation for the next generation. Psalm 127 gives us three
word pictures from God’s Word that help us know how to build
families that have a heart for God. We are to be workmen,
watchmen and warriors. The goal of all three of these roles
is that we will leave a legacy of godliness to our children, our
grandchildren and generations to come.
Years ago I had the privilege of seeing a parsonage built.
The church I pastored hired a local contractor who came
highly recommended. He turned out to be an excellent builder
who took his job seriously. Some parts of the construction
went quickly with progress coming almost hour-by-hour, and
certainly day-by-day. The more tedious parts of the process
were much less exciting, but the builder knew that even these
slow parts were important. It was exciting to stand back at the
end of the process and see the beautiful home that God had
provided with the help of such capable workmen.
As we read Psalm 127, we realize that the “workman” or
builder in view is not just building a physical house. He’s
building a home—a godly family line that will take the heart
and ways and faith of God into the next generation. That kind
of building is more demanding and sometimes more
exasperating than building a physical house. There’s so much
more at stake, and we can’t afford to not do well. We want to
build lives, homes, churches and a culture that will reflect
God’s glory long after we’re gone. We want to leave behind a
model of godliness that people will choose to follow in the next
generation.
There’s another word picture used in this passage—that of
a watchman. This is a picture of a sentinel or guard, someone
who’s been given the responsibility of standing guard over a
city. He can’t go to sleep on his shift. He’s got to stay awake
and alert. He must be able to recognize when an enemy is
coming. As parents, we have been given the assignment of
being protectors, looking out for the families that God has
entrusted to us.
The third picture from the passage is of a warrior. The

idea here is of a battlefield and our sons and daughters are
the “arrows”. God intends that we release them and send
them out into the culture. These arrows have to be
prepared—carefully shaped and formed. They have to be
shot in the right direction toward the right target. If they
aren’t shaped correctly, or if they are sent in the wrong
direction, they are not going to fulfill their purpose.
The psalmist tells us that there’s a house to be built, a
city to be guarded and a battle to be fought. If the workman
cuts corners, if the watchman falls asleep or gets distracted
while he’s on his shift, or if the warrior fails to show up for
battle, we’re going to have a problem. Lives can actually be
endangered. When you think about your family, it’s not just
a matter of “Will my kids make it?” or “Will we have a good
family?” There’s a much bigger picture here.
God is building His kingdom and we are workmen,
watchmen and warriors with Him. We must not lose sight of
His plans for His kingdom. Our children are a sacred
stewardship from the Lord. One day we will give account to
God for the spiritual condition of the next generation.
Believers will one day stand before God and give account
for how they built, watched over the city and fought the
battle on behalf of the next generation. As we honor our
mothers and fathers in the coming months, may we keep
these truths settled in our hearts.

Bro. Bill

Sunday, May 1 at noon
in the Fellowship Hall
Make plans to join us for a delicious meal
and some special music.

The public is invited to the Main Street Gazebo
at noon on Thursday, May 5, for the local
observance of the National Day of Prayer, an
annual event held on the first Thursday of May,
inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation.
The National Day of Prayer has great
significance for our country as it enables us to recall
and to teach the way in which our founding fathers
sought the wisdom of God when faced with critical
decisions. It stands as a call for us to humbly come
before God, seeking His guidance for our leaders
and His grace upon us as a people.

