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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

MISSIONS GROUPS—will meet on Wednesday, 
February 1, at 7:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to 
join us for Bible study and learning about new      
missions opportunities. 
 
WOMEN ON MISSION—The quarterly meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, February 14, at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Ministry Center.  There will be no luncheon. 
 
    Church Librarian Norma Cooley  
would like to invite you to visit the 
church library during National Library 
Month.  The shelves are filled with               
family-friendly DVDs and videos,      
fiction and non-fiction books, Bible 
study and reference materials, and 
much more.  Stop by this Sunday and start reading!  
 
“SEW EASY” CLASS—will have a “sew-in” at the 
Ministry Center February 17-18 at 9:00 a.m. to make 
mug rugs. Contact Jill at 636-629-5600 for more info. 
 
 

 
 

  The St. Clair Southern family extends 
our heartfelt sympathy to Joyce and Tom 
Maupin in the loss of her father, Herman 
Gibson. 
 

 
 
 

SonSurf Beach Bash VBS 
July 23-28, 2017 

 

It will be here before you know it,   
so be sure to mark the dates on your calendar! 
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Sunday 

9:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

10:40 a.m. 
 

6:00 p.m. 

Coffee & Fellowship 
Sunday School   
Morning Worship 
  & Children’s Church 
Evening Worship 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study  

Wednesday 

 

 
Gracie Smith 

by baptism 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

  I want to thank you for your support, coordination 
and participation in packing shoe boxes for           
Operation Christmas Child.  The 95 boxes you 
packed with love will impact the lives of many       
children.  What a blessing! 
  Thank you for your dedicated efforts in fulfilling 
the Great Commission by sending Christ’s love to 
“all nations”.  May God richly bless you as you      
continue to serve Him. 
                Sonja Moore 
                Southwest St. Louis MO Area 
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Bro. Bill 

From Your Pastorõs Heart 
COUNTERFEIT LOVE—Do you think people really 
know what love is anymore?  Do they really understand 
what love is, what love does or what love looks like?  
We certainly hear a lot about love and what it           
supposedly means, but I can’t help but wonder if men 
and women today really know what love means. 

 We are told today that many people reject        
Christianity because they don’t sense any love in 
churches.  This rejection has resulted in a reactionary 
trend that softens the disapproval of sin in order to  
magnify love.  This trend has gone so far in some 
churches that any opposition to evil is strongly           
discouraged so as not to offend anyone who thinks 
teaching about specific sin is unkind and unloving. 

 Consequently, many churches have found        
themselves giving approval to all kinds of wickedness 
and unrighteousness.  Sins like slander, murder, envy, 
homosexuality, and disobedience to parents are       
normalized and accepted by our society.  But even 
worse, they are also accepted by many churches!  The 
idea is to celebrate our differences, smile, think     
pleasant thoughts and get along.  To the world, the 
highest form of love has become unrestricted tolerance 
of sin and sinful people. 

 So what can be done when that which is not love is 
said to be the highest love, and that which is real love is 
considered to be bigotry or intolerance?  First, we must 
remember the relationship of love to sin.  The love of 
God in Jesus is all about delivering people from sin.  
The world says love ignores sin, but God’s Word says 
love exposes sin.  The greatest display of love the world 
has ever known was when Jesus Christ died on the 
cross.  But the cross of Christ is also the clearest    
demonstration of our sin.  The only begotten Son of 
God was a propitiation—a sacrifice to satisfy the justice 
of God—because of sin.  To speak of love without 
speaking of the sinfulness of man is a serious mistake.  
How can we speak of love if we will not tell the truth that 
men and women are lost in sin? 

 Secondly, we must refuse to call evil good in the 

  

Saturday, February 18  
6:00 p.m.  

Church Fellowship Hall  
 A special, fun-filled evening is being planned 
so mark the date on your calendar!  Please 
sign up in the foyer.  Contact Rodger or Nancy 
Quertermous for more details.  

name of tolerance.  The prophet Isaiah warned us 
years ago:  “Woe to those who call evil good, and 
good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for    
bitter!ò (Isaiah  5:20).  Redefining good and evil apart 
from God and the Bible is very dangerous.  Woe to us 
if we try. 

 When a business or company is failing, marketing 
experts suggest a complete rebranding effort, but that 
will not work for the church.  If, in the name of          
tolerance, we stop speaking about the great need for 
salvation from sin, then the cross of Jesus is useless 
and our love is false.  Calling evil good will not change 
the truth.  Yes, the Bible is all about love and           
forgiveness, but God’s forgiveness is necessary      
because His wrath and judgment are real.  The       
forgiveness provided by the cross is the greatest love, 
not because it ignores sin, but because it deals with it.  
Real love points out the judgment that is coming and 
the only way of escape through Jesus Christ. 

 

The Impact of Love and Forgiveness 

[North Africa and Middle East] A Syrian man arrived at 

the refugee camp, vengeful and angry. He had lost 

everything to the war—his house, his job and his shop. 

At the camp, the Syrian man met a Christian worker, 

supported through the Cooperative Program, who gave 

him a Bible and shared the gospel. He was struck by 

the love and forgiveness he saw in this man, and he 

decided to follow Christ. He was baptized with his wife 

and three children. The man said, “God saved me [from 

the war] to bring me here to know Him and His love 

through His Son, Jesus.” 


