St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS—If you would like to
purchase a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved
one this Christmas season, pick up an order form on
the foyer table and return it to Brenda Savage along
with $8.50 for each plant ordered by Sunday,
December 4.
MISSIONS GROUPS—will meet on Wednesday,
December 7, at 7:00 p.m. Join us as we discuss
missions opportunities and study God’s Word.
CHRISTMAS CANTATA—The choir is practicing
each Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m. and is open to
anyone who would like to sing in the choir. “All Is
Well” will be presented on Sunday, December 18,
during the morning worship service.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

CHRISTMAS CAROLING—Join us for caroling on
Wednesday, December 21, at 6:00 p.m.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
CHRISTMAS PARTY
On Sunday, December 25,
children are asked to go directly to
the Fellowship Hall for Children’s
Church at 10:00 a.m.
2017 NURSERY SIGN-UP—Volunteers are needed
to work in Nursery 1 and 2 for next year. Sign-up
sheets are on the foyer table.
CHRISTMAS CARDS—The “Post Office” is set up in
the foyer if you want to “send” a Christmas card to
church friends. The amount you save on postage
would make a great gift to Lottie Moon!
GOOD NEWS CLUB—Would you prayerfully
consider helping at the St. Clair Elementary School?
Please call Karen Weidman at 636-208-6212.

Sign-up sheets to ring bells at Country Mart are
on the table in the foyer. Our church will ring bells
from 3:00-7:00 p.m. on Friday, December 16 and
from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday,
December 17.
To volunteer on a different day and time, please
call 636-629-3500 ext. 1000 and ask for Christine.

William L. Savage, Pastor
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
FROM THE BLESSINGS DEPARTMENT—Thanks to
everyone who helped make the Thanksgiving Banquet
a wonderful evening of food and fellowship. Thanks
also to everyone who gave so generously to the
Operation Christmas Child outreach. Now, as we turn
our attention to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, I
pray we will see more of that same kind of caring and
support for thousands of international missionaries.
“WHY THIS WASTE?” In Matthew 26:8 we are told
that the disciples could hardly believe their eyes. They
were enjoying supper with Jesus at Simon the leper’s
house (evidently Jesus had healed Simon of his leprosy
and Simon showed his gratitude through this meal).
Suddenly a woman came to Jesus, broke open a very
expensive flask of costly oil and poured it on His head.
The disciples were outraged as they criticized the poor
woman. They wanted to know: “Why this waste?” The
disciples thought this act was foolish, extravagant and
senseless. The poor could have used the money that
would have come from the sale of such ointment. What
she had done was like taking food out of the mouths of
the poor! How could she be so wasteful?
This outburst was unusual for the disciples as they
certainly didn’t believe that anything done for Jesus was
a waste. But, sadly, there are many today who do
believe that. They look at the church and claim it is all a
waste—a waste of time, energy and money. It’s all
foolish and senseless to them. They look at those who
give themselves to the Lord’s work as just pathetic
people who could be doing something that really
mattered if they only knew better. When they see
Christians doing anything in the name of Christ, they
quickly raise the disciples’ question, “Why this waste?”
They need an answer and it’s not hard to find. It’s
right there in the words of the angel who appeared to
some simple shepherds in the fields outside of
Bethlehem: “For there is born to you this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).
That night there were many people in Bethlehem along
with other babies too. But Jesus was not just another

baby. He was the Savior from glory. He took our
humanity to Himself without diminishing His deity (His
Godness). He took it so He could receive the penalty
of God’s wrath against our sin. Mankind deserved
that wrath because of their sin and mankind had to
pay the debt.
When Jesus became a man, He could and did pay
that debt. Because He was also God, He could pay it
for every believer. He came to Bethlehem so that He
might go to Calvary. And there, at Calvary, He
performed the work of redemption and salvation.
Those who see Bethlehem and Calvary in this way
and who see the sight of God’s redeeming grace are
ready to respond to the skeptics. This Christmas we
say again—emphatically and with hearts full of love—
it is NEVER a waste to pour out the ointment of our
lives in the worship and service of Jesus Christ.
Because of Christ we have been saved and rescued
from hell and judgment and made heirs of eternal life.
He is our glorious Savior. At this Christmas season
especially it would be a waste NOT to serve Him.

Bro. Bill

Agape House is in need of new, unwrapped toys
for ages 1-13, especially 9-13, or cash for toys.
Wrapping paper and food items for food baskets
are also needed.
Your help will be greatly
appreciated. Donated items may be brought to the
church until Sunday, December 18.

Christmas Candlelight
& Ingathering Service
Saturday, December 24
5:00 p.m.

Please join us for this special worship service as
we celebrate our Savior’s birth and give our gifts to
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International
Missions.

WEEK OF PRAYER
DECEMBER 4-11, 2016

OUR CHURCH GOAL:
$3,000

CHRISTMAS DAY
WORSHIP SERVICE
10:00 A.M.

There will be no Sunday School or
evening worship on December 25.

